
Dear Families,

High Expectations 

We have one overarching aim this academic year and that is to raise
attainment. We are absolutely committed, as a team, to raise attainment
for all children. Our beliefs as adults can affect children through things
we say and the behaviours we exhibit. I would like to invite you to
express positive beliefs to your children about what they can achieve
both at school and in life in general. Our fluency strand is working on
pace and being able to automatically be able to do tasks. Please join us
in supporting the youngest children with their fluency in phonics – this
will directly impact their reading. Please hear your child read every day.
This will help their fluency in reading. In Reception, Year 1 and Year 2
children continue to use Kinetic letters to help support them with their
fluency in handwriting. If children learn to read and write fluently in the
younger years it means they are in a better place when they get into
Key Stage 2 to tackle the curriculum with confidence. If you have any
questions about aiming high please get in touch.
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Age Related Expectations (ARE)

Here are links to end of year expectations for all year groups.  These are the main
things they will be learning in reading, writing and maths between now and July. I
thought it would be useful for you to have them, so that you know what we are aiming
for and you can support them with their learning journey at home. If you have any
questions please let one of us know and we can see if we can help you.
Year 1; Year 2; Year 3; Year 4; Year 5; Year 6; 

Multiplication Tables

Learning times tables is so important as it underpins so much of the maths
curriculum.  Here are the expectations for each year group:

Year 1 Count in multiples of 2, 5 and 10, recall and use doubles of all numbers to 10 and
corresponding halves.
Year 2 Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 times tables.
Year 3 Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 3, 4 and 8 times tables.
Year 4 Recall and use multiplication and division facts for all multiplication times
tables up to 12 x 12.
Year 5 Revision of all times tables and division facts up to 12 x 12
Year 6 Revision of all times tables and division facts up to 12 x 12

Therefore, we would expect children in Year 4 to know all their times tables and
division facts up to 12 x 12 and they will be tested on this through a National online
screen based test.  Please do work with your children around learning their times
tables and division facts.  Thank you.

Assessment Information for Parents

Primary school pupils in England take part in the:
reception baseline assessment: within the first six weeks of entering Reception
early years foundation stage profile assessment: between April and June of the
academic year in which they turn five (usually the reception year)
phonics screening check: in June of Year 1
key stage 1 tests: optional, at the school’s discretion, at the end of Year 2
multiplication tables check: in June of Year 4
key stage 2 tests (sometimes referred to as SATs): in May of Year 6

Below is a link, for parents, to find out further information on any of the above
assessments.  I would strongly encourage you to have a read of any relevant ones your
child is due to sit.

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-
information-for-parents 

Parents/Carers Evenings

We have parents and carers evenings coming up before half term.  Booking for this will
be on Compass and will go live from 6pm on Monday 27th January.

https://www.queensgateprimary.co.uk/assets/images/branding/End-of-Year-Expectations-for-Parents-Year-1-updated.pdf
https://www.queensgateprimary.co.uk/assets/images/branding/End-of-Year-Expectations-for-Parents-Year-2.pdf
https://www.queensgateprimary.co.uk/assets/images/branding/End-of-Year-Expectations-for-Parents-Year-3.pdf
https://www.queensgateprimary.co.uk/assets/images/branding/End-of-Year-Expectations-for-Parents-Year-4.pdf
https://www.queensgateprimary.co.uk/assets/images/branding/End-of-Year-Expectations-for-Parents-Year-5.pdf
https://www.queensgateprimary.co.uk/assets/images/branding/End-of-Year-Expectations-for-Parents-Year-6.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-profile-handbook
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-information-for-parents
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-information-for-parents


On Tuesday morning, our Reception Out and About group visited Nettlecombe Farm in
Whitwell. The children loved learning about all of the animals on the farm and
especially enjoyed feeding the sheep, chickens, alpacas and donkeys. It was great to
see the children so confident around the animals and keen to help with feeding time. 

Last week our Year 4 Out and About team visited Appley Beach. They were challenged
to work in small groups to create their own sculptures on the sand, in the style of
Andy Goldsworthy. The children were all very focused, gathering and sorting stones
and shells to create their masterpieces together.

Swimming- Year 3 and Year 5

Swimming lessons are underway, and the children are already amazing us with their
eagerness and determination to improve their swimming skills. A huge well done so far
to all of our Year 3 and Year 5 swimmers for your positivity and enthusiasm. Keep up
the good work!
 
This week our Swimming certificates are awarded to…
Year 3: Henry H, Logan Y, Brody, Figgy, AJ and Clara. 
Year 5: Destiny-Grace, Georgia, Oscar G, Oscar S, Katelyn and Joshua.

Queensgate Out & About



Queensgate Out & About
Please send your child to school wearing warm, old play-clothes and bring wellies (extra
socks), a warm and waterproof coat, hat, scarf and gloves. We will be going out
whatever the weather so please ensure your child is dressed appropriately. Many thanks
in advance for your support.
 
Tuesday 28th January am - 
Reception RLM
Nettlecombe Farm
Ryder, Evie, Ráfe, Freddie, Alf, Aurelia, Myah, Nia, Stanley, Teddi, Finley, Freya and Alfie
K. 
 
Wednesday 29th January am - 
Year 4
Beach Sculptures 
Arlo, Max, Mia, Albi, Ellie, Kamahlie, Leo, Samuel, Corey, Daisy, Esmae, Luna and Darcie. 
 
Tuesday 4th February am - 
Reception RJB
Nettlecombe Farm
Albie, Luna, Harvey, Jessie, Isaac, Ellisa, Marley, Raiyn, Demi, Dexter, Andy, Elliot and
Ernest. 
 
Wednesday 5th February am - 
Year 4
Beach Sculptures
Ollie, Callum, Freddie, Dexter, Peyton, Danielle, Tylan, Bayley, Ayrton, Ralph, Bonnie,
Lillie-Mae and Juniper.



Sinfonietta Workshop - Year 4 

On Wednesday, as part of their PPA activities, Year 4 were treated to a visit from a
composer and some musicians from London Sinfonietta. Philippa mesmerised the
children with her amazing violin playing and experimental techniques which inspired
the children to then compose their own pieces of music. 4BM composed a brilliant song
about summer turning to winter and 4MC composed group pieces based on pattern,
rhythm and pulse. Year 4 were a credit to the school with their engagement and
creativity.  



Eco Tips!

Did you know?

 Energy conservation is one of the most important things we can all do to reduce

our carbon footprint.

Check your electricals – are they on stand-by?

Buying new white goods? Check their energy efficiency rating

Maybe consider having your own solar panels!

Change your light bulbs to energy efficient ones

Don’t forget to bleed your radiators

Eco Schools

Inspiring children to contribute to a greener
environment and world

is something we could and shoud do

Following the completion of the Solar Panel installation, there will be a final           

visit to the school by the engineers to commission the system and check it is           

up to standard and working correctly. Once this is done the school will be           

provided with a link so that we can check what the system is generating.           

Some of the children have been handing in their solar panel posters to           

Mrs. Sillito; keep them coming – there are prizes! Winners were announced in the

assemblies today.





What’s for lunch next week ...

And the week after...



Best wishes,
 
 

Samantha Sillito 
Headteacher  

Have a lovely weekend!

Attendance
 

 Whole School Attendance since September is 94.33%
 Whole School Attendance this week is 94.36% 

 KS1 Class with best attendance this week is 1CE with 100% 
 KS2 Class with best attendance this week is 3AH with 97.8%

 
 

Thank you GKN!

I would like to thank GKN who have
very kindly donated £300 to go towards
Dance Live costumes.  It is very much
appreciated and will go along way to
making sure that the children of
Queensgate who are attending Dance
Live, will stand out!






